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Rio Grande Hotel Test Excavation

RIO GRANDE HOTEL TEST EXCAVATION PROJECT 

MINERAL COUNTY, TOWN OF CREEDE, COLORADO
SUMMARY OF RIO GRANDE HOTEL HISTORY

The Rio Grande Hotel, constructed in 1892, originally served personnel of the D&RGW railroad and transient miners in the then booming silver mining town of Creede. The need for a hotel lessened by 1893 when the boom ended after repeal of the Sherman Silver Act in 1893. In 1897 the Rio Grande Hotel was sold and became a personal residence of the Motz and Wheeler families of Creede. The hotel is among only a few wooden structures that survived the devastating fire of June, 1892. A test excavation of historic archaeological deposits associated with the Rio Grande Hotel, in conjunction with the Mineral County/Creede Repertory Theatre Rio Grande Hotel Restoration Project, was conducted on July 2, 3, 4, and August 20, 1999.

Establishment of Units

Three 1 meter X 1 meter excavation units (RGH-99-TS-1, TS-2, and TS-3) were established:
•
RGH-99-Test Square-1 (TS-1) is located 8.60 m 163.5° from RGH-99 Datum to the SW corner of TS-1.

•
RGH-99-Test Square-2 (TS-2) was established immediately to the north of TS-1.

•
RGH-99-Test Square-3 (TS-3) was established in the area where the series of privies appear to be in the 1892 photo of the Rio Grande Hotel. The SW corner of TS-3 is located 1.91 m 9° from RGH-99-Datum. The surface of TS-3 is covered with gravel to cobble sized rock, dandelion, fringed sage, and cinquefoil.

Test units was excavated in 10 cm levels utilizing trowels in all phases of the excavation. All soil was screened through 1/4" screening. Artifacts found in place were recorded by distance North and East of the southwest corner of the individual unit. Stated artifact depth is distance below Present-Ground-Surface (PGS). Ceramic fragments, bone fragments, and fragments of metal were collected and bagged according to the level in which they were found within the individual units.

RESULTS OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATION 

RGH-99 Surface Artifacts

Surface cultural material, on the leveled portion of the east facing ridge side to the west of the hotel, was plentiful. The following surface artifacts were collected and recorded due to their diagnostic nature.

From

Artifact No.


Artifact Description


RGH-99 Datum

RGH-99-06


Kewpee Doll



7.10 m 145°

•
Ceramic "Kewpee" doll with wirebound feet. Head broken off and articulated arms missing. Pinkish

color. DATE: Kewpee dolls date as early as 1912 (information from Internet site: History of Rose O'Neil (http://users.wi.net/kewpee/ )

RGH-99-07
ceramic doll leg                                                   4.08 m 113°

· Hole drilled for articulation.


RGH-99-09
chert unifacial scraper (prehistoric artifact) 18.60 m 163°

· Unifacial, steep sides, dark brown chert.


​RGH-99-10
cast concrete decorative molding                           24.90 m 235°


TS-1-04
metal jewelry frag.
68.0 cm N, 66 cm E
4 cm PGS

· Same as TS-1-15.


TS-1-05
cuff link
56.0 cm N, 80 cm E
4 cm PGS

· Brass with no markings.


​TS-1-13
green, ornate glass fragments 26 cm N, 19 cm E                 10.5 cm PGS

(2).

· Gold leaf bowl fragments. Two pieces fit together.


TS-1-16
brass decorative handle

attached to wood.
54 cm N, 23 cm E                 15.5 cm PGS

· Possibly a dresser handle. A metal pull with the remains of a wooden knob is present in the center. Stamped decorations are flower-like.


TS-1-24
apricot pit
37 cm N, 50.5 cm E
23 cm PGS


TS-1-33
spoon
2 cm N, 17.5 cm E
17.5 cm PGS

· Embossed with: "RODGER'S NICKEL SILVER" serving spoon with green patina. Found embedded in south wall, 2 cm of the handle was exposed into RGH-99-TS-1.


TS-1-34
bottle with cork
73 cm N, 65.5 cm E
38 cm PGS

Cork inside bottle. Bottle embossed with: "HEALY & BIGELOW'S KICKAPO INDIAN OIL"

Trial size bottle. Color is clear. Bottle is BIM (blown in mold). Base is smooth. DATE: Trial sized Kickapo Indian Oil bottles date ca. 1895 as it is a BIM (blown in mold) bottle. Bottles with smooth bases date from 1870 to 1910.


TS-1-35
bottle side & frags.
53 cm N, 78 cm E
38 cm PGS

· Bottle fragments (3) embossed with:
 "THE GREAT
 DR. KILMER'S

 SWAMP ROOT

KIDNEY, LIVER & BLADDER

 CURE

Bottle neck, with a blob top and a collar below it, has an intact cork. Color is aqua green. DATE: Swamp Root cure was made for many years beginning in 1882 and by 1895 the company had about 18 medicines on the market. Most of the bottles seen today date in the 1890's (Smith, Personal Communication, 1999)


TS-1-36
ceramic fragment
68 cm N, 56 cm E
47 cm PGS

· Plate fragments (2). Stamp on plate bottom has a depiction of a bird with wings open with "augh"

written (in cursive writing) below the bird. Fragments are heat crazed.


TS-2-07
bottle
99 cm N, 22 cm E
40 cm PGS

· Clear colored bottle with mold seam going to the collar. Smooth bottom. DATE: The mold seam ex​
tends from the bottom to just below the lip dating it from the 1880s. Clear color indicates a date around the turn of the 20th century (Federation of Antique Bottle Collectors, 1999).


TS-2-1 I
bottle (whole/cork)
40 cm N, 38 cm E
47.5 cm PGS

· Embossed with:

LACTOPEPTINE, NEW YORK PHARMACAL ASSOCIATION.

Cork in place. Seam goes halfway up the neck. Color is clear with a slight amethyst tint. DATE: The mold seam extends from the bottom to just below the lip dating it from the 1880s. Clear color indicates a date around the turn of the 20th century.


TS-2-12
Green bottle/cork
37 cm N, 38.5 cm E
52 cm PGS

· Embossed with:

"ATRASK'S MAGNETIC OINTMENT" on three of the sides.

Smooth bottom. Color is clear with an evident bluish-green tint. Mold seam extends from the bottom to just below the lip. Remains of a fragment of cork is in the bottle. DATE: The mold seam extends from the bottom to just below the lip dating it from the 1880s. Clear color indicates a date around the turn of the 20th century.


TS-2-13
Dark brown bottle
29 cm N, 15 cm E
47 cm PGS

· Embossed with:

"PAINE'S CELERY COMPOUND" bottle on two sides. "25" embossed on bottle bottom in a circular depression. Cork in place. DATE: The mold seam extends from the bottom to just below the lip dating it from the 1880s. (Federation of Antique Bottle Collectors, 1999)


TS-2-15
bottle
46 cm N, 14 cm E
53 cm PGS

· Tapered, 4-sided bottle which is clear in color. Base is smooth with an embossed "8". Flared lip.

No mold seam seen. DATE: From 1870 to 1910 bottles had smooth bases and were sometimes embossed. Absence of a mold seam may indicate the bottle was spun while in the mold to eliminate the seam.


TS-2-16
whole bottle
100 cm N, 0 cm E
47 cm PGS

· Clear glass with no embossing. Flared top. Seam stops at the neck. Smooth base with a "dimple" in

the center. DATE: The mold seam extends from the bottom to just below the lip dating it from the 1880s. Clear color indicates a date around the turn of the 20th century. 


TS-2-18
copper/onyx pin
27 cm N, 77 cm E
56.5 cm PGS

· Black onyx beads on the edges of the "cane" shaped pin.

TS-2-19
bottle
13 cm N, 39 cm E
60 cm PGS

· Embossed with "A5" on the bottom, in a circular depression. A depiction of a safe is embossed on the front of the bottle as well as:
:

WARNER'S

SAFE

KIDNEY & LIVER

CURE"

ROCHESTER NY

Blob top. Deep amber brown in color. Cork is in place. DATE: The Safe Cure medicine company began in 1879 when Warner's Safe Cure and five other products were produced and marketed. After selling the company it was returned to H.H. Warner in 1893 due to financial reasons. In 1893 he returned to Rochester N.Y. and he changed the name of the company to Warner's Safe Cure Company (McDonald, 1999). This bottle, one of the most common types, was made only in Rochester. It is believed to date as early as 1893 and no later than 1906 as after the Food and Drug Act of 1906 Warner's was forced to change the word "CURE" to "REMEDY" (Federation of Antique Bottle Collectors. 1999).

NATURE OF SOIL DEPOSITS
The nature of soil deposits within RGH-99-TS-1 and TS-2 is indicative of the systematic practice of dumping of cold coal furnace ashes onto the flattened area behind the Rio Grande Hotel for a many years. Soil layers consistently are composed of coal ash with the presence of embedded unburned coal fragments. Color is generally shades of gray with reddish soil layers indicative of the presence of totally or near totally rusted cans. * SEE PHOTO RGH-99-C1-18. Rio Grande Hotel. 09/24/99. RGH-99-TS-2. Looking east at East wall profile for a view of the appearance of soil layers. Note evident non-cultural soil layer at 65 cm below PGS.

Cultural material found subsurface is not burned indicating the coal ashes were cold prior to dumping. It is surmised that subsurface artifacts found probably do not represent the total refuge from the RGH but were most likely placed in the coal ash container prior to dumping the ashes. Therefore, the subsurface artifacts found should be considered to representative of only a small portion of the refuge from the RGH.

NATURE OF CULTURAL MATERIAL
Cultural material recovered during the RGH-99 Test Excavation Project are considered indicative of life in the identified occupations of the Rio Grande Hotel. A preliminary descriptive analysis of cultural material found in the RGH-99 Test Excavation Project has been done as a part of this preliminary report. A final report, including a more detailed study of the cultural material and a discussion relative to identified research goals, is presently being prepared with help of Creede Historical Society and San Luis Valley Archaeological Network members. The final report will be completed and submitted by June 1, 2000.

RECOMMENDATIONS
The number and variety of artifacts found in RGH-99 Test Squares I and 2 indicate that a rich cultural resource exists at the site of the Rio Grande Hotel. In addition, the site is considered to be in a location that is conducive to a public archaeology project. It is recommended that excavation of an additional 2 meter X 2 meter excavation unit, with a public archaeology component, be accomplished in order to provide additional information relating to underlying research goals. A CHS grant request, through the Creede Historical Society, will be pursued in order to fulfill this recommendation.
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