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The Bulletin of the San Luis Valley Archaeological Network

Vol. 10, No. 2, April 2005

Please visit our new Website at:     http://www.slvarchnet.org
SAN LUIS VALLEY ARCHAEOLOGICAL NETWORK ACTIVITIES 2005

~ Saturday, May 21 Dry Creek Petroglyphs. A variety of petroglyphs, found on BLM land in the Dry Creek area to the southwest of Monte Vista, will be the focus of our trip. After arriving we will hike about 1 mile to several rock art sites and one possible “prehistoric rock sculpture”. Access is on a rather rough dirt road so high clearance vehicles will be needed. There will be the opportunity to carpool for those without a high-clearance vehicle. We will meet at the Forest Service office to the west of Monte Vista at 10:00AM. Please bring along a lunch and hiking apparel. For more information please contact Vince Spero at 719-873-5916 (home), 719-852-6242 (work), or by email at vspero@peoplepc.com. 
~ Saturday, June 25 Old Spanish Trail Day. The La Vereda del Norte Chapter of the Old Spanish Trail Association’s annual General Membership Meeting will be held on Saturday, June 25th.  The day's plans include field trips before and after the noon business meeting, which convenes at the Rio Grande County Museum in Del Norte with a catered BBQ luncheon. The morning leg of the field trip follows the West Fork of the Old Spanish Trail between Antonito and Del Norte. Dirt roads located in proximity to the original trail do not require 4-wheel-drive vehicles. Participants will meet in the parking lot south of the CATS Restaurant near the train station in Antonito at 8:30 AM. The group will stop at the trail markers on US 160 before proceeding into Del Norte for lunch. Following the noon business meeting and luncheon participants will head north to examine the route of the West Fork between Del Norte and Saguache. If time allows, the afternoon field trip progresses as far as the juncture between the East and West forks of the trail along the Saguache River, a few miles west of Saguache. Anyone interested in the history of the San Luis Valley, and especially old trails, is invited to join in either or both field trips and to attend the catered luncheon. There is no cost for the luncheon for those who RSVP to Max Lara (274-5769), Ken Frye (852-6233 or by e-mail at kfrye@fs.fed.us), or Pat Richmond (658-2377).

~ July 15, 16, & 17 Pueblitos de Dinetah, on near Aztec, New Mexico.  This trip will be our “Out-of-Valley Experience” for 2005! We will visit 17th and 18th century structures, called "pueblitos" (Spanish for "small villages") built by Navajo people who were then threatened by Spaniards, as well as by other Indian tribes. In response to the threats the Navajo built a network of pueblitos in highly defensible locations, most with fortified walls. Others were built on high-points to serve as warning outposts. Their architecture reflects a blend of cultures: Spanish style room-corner fireplaces with hoods; Pueblo style walls of stone and mud mortar; and ancestral Pueblo style access shafts and towers. Navajo rock art sites are also found in the area. We will have an experienced guide lead the tour through this fascinating area. You can learn more about the Pueblitos de Dinetah at the following website http://www.desertusa.com/search/search.html (*search for pueblitos). We will leave from the town of South Fork at 11:00AM on Friday, July 15 for Aztec, New Mexico. Lodging at Aztec includes: the Enchantment Lodge 505-334-6143; the Step Back Inn 505-334-1200; and the Aztec Motel 505-333-2677. There are more lodging options in nearby Farmington or Durango. We will arrange a meeting spot in Aztec. The trip will be limited to 25 people and you can reserve your spot by calling Vince Spero at 719-852-6242 or by e-mail at vspero@peoplepc.com. Look for updated information on the SLV Archaeological Network website http://www.slvarchnet.org 

~ Saturday August 20 Trickle Mountain Quartzite Source and Stone Structure Village. On this trip to we will visit the site of the Trickle Mountain Quartzite quarry, on BLM land to the west of Saguache, where the stone for many of the quartzite artifacts in the Saguache area originated. Nearby is a stone structure village that we will also visit. High clearance vehicles are needed. We will meet at the park in Saguache at 9:00 AM. For more information please call Vince Spero at 719-852-6242 or contact him by e-mail at vspero@peoplepc.com
~ September 17, Punche Valley.  Another field visit to the Punche Valley area, on BLM administered land to the south of Antonito, will be made in order to revisit the large stone structure site found last year and to view the Cerro Chiflo rock art site in nearby New Mexico. Details on this trip will appear in the next newsletter and will be posted on the website.

********************************************************************************************************

PAAC SUMMER TRAINING AT PIKE’S STOCKADE VICINITY, JUNE 18 TO 25
June 18 to 25, PAAC 2004 Summer Training Survey at Pike’s Stockade. The 2004 PAAC Summer Training Survey session will be conducted in the Pike’s Stockade area of the SLV (south of Alamosa in Conejos County) on June 17 to 26. Field training involves hiking across undeveloped lands in search of prehistoric & historic sites, features, & artifacts. Sites discovered will be recorded by participants following instruction in the production of sketch maps, filling out standard 

recording forms, plotting site locations on topographic maps, photography, artifact illustration, etc. The training will be in a remote location lacking facilities of any sort. Hiking across often-rugged terrain will be the norm therefore; prospective 

participants must be in reasonably good physical condition. Participants must supply their own transportation, room and board, daypack, and personal gear such as canteens, but there is no fee for participation. Prospective participants must submit a signed PAAC application form. Completion of the Basic Site Surveying Techniques class is highly recommended prior to field training. For more information please contact the trainer; Kevin Black, Assistant State Archaeologist (303.866.4671), FAX (303.866.2711) or email to kevin.black@chs.state.co.us.  Application form (due May 20) follows.

********************************************************************************************************
Pike’s Stockade Training Survey Application;

Identify specific dates you prefer (2-days minimum) & provide mailing address, phone, & mail address.  Mail to: Kevin Black, Assist. State Archaeologist, Colo. Historical Society, 1300 Broadway, Denver CO 80203. I am available to participate on the following dates, for total of_____ days (2-day minimum). Name____________________________________Address:__________​​​​________________________________________
____________________________________Phone;__________________Email__________________________________
June 17
                  
June 18

June 19

June 20


June 21
                     June 22

June 23


June 24                                  June 25

June 26


Signed_______________________________________________ Date______________________________________

***********ACCESS THE NEWSLETTER ON THE WEBSITE ***************

If you would like to access the newsletter through our website and NOT by mail please e-mail Loretta Mitson at   lmmitson@bewellnet.com  Help us save on postage expenses… Thanks…
San Luis Valley Archaeological Network Archaeo-Update

Vince Spero, Editor

28 Wendar Drive

South Fork CO 81154
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